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Contact: Helen Ryde 0191 584 3112

Subject: Heritage Lottery Fund to safeguard the future of Durham’s Veteran Trees

A two-year project which aims to conserve the heritage of veteran trees in the Durham Biodiversity Action Plan area has today secured £44,400 from the Heritage Lottery Fund.

The Durham Veteran Trees Project will secure the long term future of some of the oldest and most valued features of our landscapes, by encouraging local communities to record trees and participate in their conservation.
This grant will allow Durham Biodiversity Partnership to record the existence of ancient, veteran and significant trees, organise recording and training events, work with schools to develop educational resource packs, encourage landowners to recognise their veteran trees and manage them in a positive way and set up a Durham Veteran Tree Group for local volunteers. A publication detailing notable trees in the area will also be produced, highlighting a series of self-guided walks to selected trees in the area that people can visit.
Veteran trees are the old trees found in our native woodlands, historic parklands and as part of hedgerows. As well as being an integral part of our natural heritage, they also provide a home to a wide variety of wildlife, including insects, bats, and birds. 

A part-time project officer will be employed by Durham Wildlife Trust, on behalf of Durham Biodiversity Partnership. It is envisioned that the project will start in September 2009.
Helen Ryde, Durham Biodiversity Partnership Implementation Officer said “We are delighted that the Heritage Lottery Fund are supporting this project. Veteran trees are an often overlooked part of our heritage. They are an important link to our historic landscape and can serve as reminders or clues to our ancestors’ pasts. However they have been under threat, due in part to the perception that they can be unsafe. This project will play an important role in helping local communities to value these assets and which will ensure that they are secured for generations to come.
Ivor Crowther, head of the Heritage Lottery Fund in the North East said: “It is vital that we ensure that these trees are protected. They provide such a wonderful landscape and are a key part of our heritage. It is important that they are preserved for future generations to enjoy as much as we have.”
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More information from Helen Ryde – Durham Biodiversity Partnership Implementation Officer.
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Using money raised through the National Lottery, the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) sustains and transforms a wide range of heritage for present and future generations to take part in, learn from and enjoy. From museums, parks and historic places to archaeology, natural environment and cultural traditions, we invest in every part of our diverse heritage.  HLF has supported more than 28,800 projects, allocating over £4.3billion across the UK, with over £208 million has granted in the North East alone. Website: www.hlf.org.uk
The Durham Biodiversity Partnership includes many organisations who are working to conserve wildlife in the Durham area.  The executive partners are: Durham Wildlife Trust, Natural England, Northumbrian Water, The Environment Agency, Gateshead Council, South Tyneside Council, City of Sunderland, Darlington Council and Durham County Council.

Durham Wildlife Trust's purpose is to protect wildlife and promote nature conservation in County Durham, the City of Sunderland and the boroughs of Gateshead, South Tyneside and Darlington. Through the management of 25 Nature Reserves and a variety of species and habitat recovery projects, the Trust is one of the most active environmental organisations in the region. By acting as a focus for a variety of community groups, schools and individuals, the Trust engages people in the issues around nature conservation and the wider environment. It also manages four visitor centres and campaigns on behalf of over 4000 members.
