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Subject:  The Business Biodiversity Challenge

The Durham Biodiversity Partnership is challenging businesses in the region to take action to help wildlife.  A series of challenges have been designed by organisations such as the Durham Wildlife Trust, Sunderland, Gateshead and South Tyneside Councils to  help meet targets in the Durham Biodiversity Action Plan as well as providing opportunities for businesses and public bodies to design team building exercises around a real-life challenge.

A number of challenges have already been posted on the partnership’s new website at www.durhambiodiversity.org.uk, but Andy Lees who is co-ordinating the project is keen to emphasise that challenges can be tailor made to suit teams of all sizes and with different needs.  Andy said “ We currently have a variety of challenges from beach clean ups and building board-walks in nature reserves, to designing and installing water pumping systems to aid a wetland creation scheme for wading birds, but we can find smaller or larger projects to meet an organisations needs. In my experience companies who take up these challenges get a lot out of it in terms of staff morale, team spirit and the feel-good factor, and biodiversity benefits too.  I think you’d call that a win-win situation.”

Each challenge is posted by one of the organisations in the Durham Biodiversity Partnership who are working together to protect the most vulnerable wildlife in the region.  The challenges vary from tasks which require very little forward planning to those which require teams to raise funds and gather materials for a project before the practical work begins.  There is no set timetable for the challenges and new challenges will be added to the list on a regular basis.  The website will also be updated with the results of successful challenges completed.

Businesses interested in tackling a challenge should contact Andy Lees from the Durham Biodiversity Partnership in the first instance.

ENDS

More information from Andy Lees – Durham Biodiversity Partnership Officer.

Tel: 0191 584 3112

Fax: 0191 584 3934

Mob: 07977 279838

Email: andylees@durhambiodiversity.org.uk

The Durham Biodiversity Partnership includes many organisations who are working to conserve wildlife in the Durham area.  The executive partners are: Durham Wildlife Trust, English Nature, The Environment Agency, Tyne Tees Farming and Wildlife Group, DEFRA, Gateshead Council, South Tyneside Council, City of Sunderland, Darlington Council and Durham County Council.

Durham Wildlife Trust are the host organisation for the Durham Biodiversity Partnership Officer.  The Trust takes action to protect the wildlife of County 
Durham, the City of Sunderland and Boroughs of Gateshead, South 
Tyneside and Darlington. The Trust has over 8,000 members and manages 
25 nature reserves and four visitor centres. It operates an education 
programme linked to the National Curriculum and manages projects to 
protect rare and threatened species. For more information, please 
contact Mark James on 0191 5843112.
