Watch out for Riverside Wildlife

Wildlife organisations in the Durham are recruiting anglers to help them with wildlife surveys.  The Durham Biodiversity Partnership, whose members include the Durham Wildlife Trust and the Environment Agency, run a survey every year where the public helps them to build up a picture of the distribution of one or more species.  

Last year the Durham public responded with records for adders, slow worms and grass snakes.  This year the survey is being targeted at river users, particularly anglers, and the species being looked for are the grass snake and the kingfisher.

Andy Lees from the Durham Biodiversity Partnership explains why. “ Grass snakes are very scarce in the Durham area, at least we think they are.  Last year we turned up some unexpected records for Grass Snake on the Wear, and are particularly interested to hear about sightings or discarded skins here or on the Derwent.  Kingfisher are easy to recognise and are a good overall indicator of river and river bank quality.  This is something we would like to keep an eye on in the future.  We would love anglers and others to keep their eyes and ears open and send us any information they have about these animals.  Historic records are also very welcome.”

Any one wishing to take part in the survey can get a survey form from Andy, who is based at the Durham Wildlife Trust.  The Partnership hope to distribute postcard survey forms to all the angling clubs in the Durham area this spring.

Alternatively you can fill in record details on line at www.durhambiodiversity.org.uk/surveys.htm where there will also be help with identification.

Records from elsewhere in the region will be passed on to the relevant Wildlife Trust.

