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Subject:  Company rises to beach clean-up challenge

Over a mile of the Durham coastline is to be spring-cleaned thanks to volunteers from Northumbrian Water who are the first company to take up the Durham Business Biodiversity Challenge.

Last month the Durham Biodiversity Partnership posted a number of challenges on their website to encourage employee volunteers to come out and help with practical tasks for wildlife in the region.  

North East Cares, a Business in the Community employee volunteering programme, has helped recruit companies to this cause and Northumbrian Water were the first to respond.  Two teams of ten people will be scouring the beach and a local park near Seaham this week to give them a thorough spring clean.

The series of challenges has been designed by organisations such as the Durham Wildlife Trust and local councils to help meet targets in the Durham Biodiversity Action Plan.  They also provide opportunities for businesses and public bodies to design team-building exercises around a real-life challenge.

Local members of the Biodiversity Partnership, Easington District Council and the Durham Heritage Coast are also helping out with this challenge by providing skips and litter-pickers.

Andy Lees from the Partnership explains the importance of the clean-up  “.  This beach clean-up will directly benefit wildlife by removing some of the debris which often ends up in the stomachs of animals like the harbour porpoise.  Handpicking this litter also has advantages over using a JCB, which compacts the sand making it inhospitable for some creatures, and can also destroy the ‘strandline’.  This is the line of washed up seaweed and driftwood, which is actually a nationally threatened habitat.  There are a number of beetles, only found on deadwood on the strandline, and other animals that rely on the food found there.  It’s extremely important not to get carried away when we clear up our beaches!”

Northumbrian Water spokesperson Dorothy Tait said “ While Northumbrian Water provides an essential service, it is also immersed in community life.  This is a great opportunity for our employees to spend a day doing something different and also making a difference for the local environment.”

Any other companies who want a challenging day out should get in touch with Val Nevin at Northeast Cares or Andy Lees at the Durham Biodiversity Partnership.  Details of the challenges are posted on their website www.durhambiodiversity.org.uk
ENDS

Photo opportunity

The event will take place between 9 a.m. and about 3 p.m. on Monday 14th March on the beach at Seaham and in the Dene also in Seaham.

Photographs will be most convenient at 3 p.m. when bags are full and the teams have converged at one point.

Meet Andy Lees at the public car park nearest to Seaham promenade at 2.45 p.m to be taken to the  teams.

More information from 

Andy Lees – Durham Biodiversity Partnership Officer.

Tel: 0191 584 3112

Fax: 0191 584 3934

Mob: 07977 279838

Email: andylees@durhambiodiversity.org.uk
Val Nevin – Northeast Cares

Tel: 0191 487 7799

Email: val.nevin@bitc.org.uk
Alistair Baker – Northumbrian Water

Tel: 0191 301 6851

The Durham Biodiversity Partnership includes many organisations who are working to conserve wildlife in the Durham area.  The executive partners are: Durham Wildlife Trust, English Nature, The Environment Agency, Tyne Tees Farming and Wildlife Group, DEFRA, Gateshead Council, South Tyneside Council, City of Sunderland, Darlington Council and Durham County Council.

Durham Wildlife Trust are the host organisation for the Durham Biodiversity Partnership Officer.  The Trust takes action to protect the wildlife of County 
Durham, the City of Sunderland and Boroughs of Gateshead, South 
Tyneside and Darlington. The Trust has over 8,000 members and manages 
25 nature reserves and four visitor centres. It operates an education 
programme linked to the National Curriculum and manages projects to 
protect rare and threatened species. For more information, please 
contact Mark James on 0191 5843112.
