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From the Durham Biodiversity Partnership

Release date: June 1st 05

Contacts: Andy Lees – Durham Biodiversity Partnership

Subject: Snakes Alive!

The public is being asked to report all sightings of Snakes and Slow-worms to the Durham Biodiversity Partnership during the summer months in a bid to ensure the conservation of these reclusive creatures.

The postcard and web-based survey aims to gather as much information as possible about grass snakes, adders and slow-worms, as part of the Durham Biodiversity Action Plan, which safeguards our most threatened wildlife.   

Grass snakes and adders are the only two native snakes found locally.  Although slow-worms look like snakes they are actually legless lizards.

Very little is known about the whereabouts or numbers of slow-worms and grass snakes in the Durham area, and it is hoped that new information will help wildlife workers to protect existing colonies which may be under threat from development or inappropriate land management.

The survey is the first of many planned local public-participation surveys on a new website created for the Durham Biodiversity Partnership – durhambiodiversity.org.uk.  On the site there are links to other national wildlife surveys, links to wildlife volunteering opportunities, and you can also download the action plans for local species and habitats.

If you don’t have internet access, postcard survey forms are being distributed to libraries and wildlife visitor centres all over the Durham area from Gateshead to Darlington.

Andy Lees the Durham Biodiversity Partnership officer said “ This is the first survey we have launched on our website.  It should help us to pinpoint colonies of snakes and slow-worms and then we can advise land-owners and managers about the right kind of management to help safeguard the reptiles.  I must stress that we want people to send in sightings but not to go and seek snakes out.  Although adders are generally harmless and very shy, they may bite if cornered, and we would not encourage the disturbance of any wildlife.  People may need some help with identification of the three species.  All of this information is available on the website. ”

The partnership (and the survey) covers the area from Gateshead, South Tyneside, Sunderland, Darlington and County Durham, and anyone who sees a snake or a slow worm in these areas is invited to visit the website and report their sighting.  

Photo opportunities can be arranged

Photos of native snakes also available via email (with appropriate credits).

Further information on the three species available from www.durhambiodiversity.org.uk/surveys/snakesalive.html
ENDS

More information from Andy Lees – Durham Biodiversity Partnership Officer.

Tel: 0191 584 3112

Fax: 0191 584 3934

Mob: 07977 279838

Email: andylees@durhambiodiversity.org.uk

The Durham Biodiversity Partnership includes many organisations who are working to conserve wildlife in the Durham area.  The executive partners are: Durham Wildlife Trust, English Nature, The Environment Agency, Tyne Tees Farming and Wildlife Group, DEFRA, Gateshead Council, South Tyneside Council, City of Sunderland, Darlington Council and Durham County Council.

Durham Wildlife Trust is the host organisation for the Durham Biodiversity Partnership Officer.  The Trust takes action to protect the wildlife of County 
Durham, the City of Sunderland and Boroughs of Gateshead, South 
Tyneside and Darlington. The Trust has over 8,000 members and manages 
25 nature reserves and four visitor centres. It operates an education 
programme linked to the National Curriculum and manages projects to 
protect rare and threatened species. For more information, please 
contact Mark James on 0191 5843112.
