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From the Durham Biodiversity Partnership

Release date: 11th May 2005

Contacts: Andy Lees 0191 584 3112, 07977 279838, 

Subject: Glow Worm Survey – Volunteers Needed

Get your thermos and head torches ready – nocturnal volunteers required for a glow worm hunt.  

If you can spare a few late evenings in June and are willing to be trained in glow worm identification, then the Durham Biodiversity Partnership needs you to take part in the Durham glow worm 2005. 

The glow worm is a Durham Biodiversity Action Plan (DBAP) species and is thought to be in serious decline in Durham and Tyne & Wear.  The last widespread survey in 2003 turned up no records at all, although there have been some recent sightings from Castle Eden Denemouth and Thrislington National Nature Reserve (NNR).  This new survey is designed to discover how widespread this normally elusive insect is (or isn’t!).

Glow worms are found in warm areas of short grassland with an abundance of snails – which the larvae eat.  Nowadays their distribution is severely limited and that tends to mean they are most likely to be found on areas of Magnesian Limestone grassland in the east of the region.

The females glow in June to attract males, and this is the month that Partnership members Durham Wildlife Trust, Durham Heritage Coast and the National Trust are combining forces to find out where they are.  

Dr Val Standen from Durham University is running the first training session on Thursday the 26th of May (with rain dates for the following two Thursdays), and volunteers will then be needed to commit to working in pairs on repeat visits to a local site during the month of June. 

This is planned as the first of three annual surveys periods.  Carrying out the survey over three years will allow surveyors to visit more sites, but will also allow for population fluctuations.

The Partnership also hopes that publicity surrounding the survey will elicit records from many more people who happen to have seen them locally in the past.  Andy Lees from the Durham Biodiversity Partnership explained ‘If people recollect seeing glow worms in the Durham area years ago, information about these sightings will help us choose locations for future surveys.  It will also help us to determine how seriously this insect is declining.  So even if you can’t take part in the official survey we would still love to hear about your sightings.’

If you are interested in taking part please contact Andy Lees (DBAP Implementation Officer) to book yourself onto the training evening and to discuss possible survey locations.
ENDS

More information from Andy Lees – Durham Biodiversity Partnership Officer.

Tel: 0191 584 3112

Fax: 0191 584 3934

Mob: 07977 279838

Email: andylees@durhambiodiversity.org.uk

The Durham Biodiversity Partnership includes many organisations who are working to conserve wildlife in the Durham area.  The executive partners are: Durham Wildlife Trust, English Nature, The Environment Agency, Tyne Tees Farming and Wildlife Group, DEFRA, RSPB, Gateshead Council, South Tyneside Council, City of Sunderland, Darlington Council and Durham County Council.

Durham Wildlife Trust are the host organisation for the Durham Biodiversity Partnership Officer.  The Trust takes action to protect the wildlife of County 
Durham, the City of Sunderland and Boroughs of Gateshead, South 
Tyneside and Darlington. The Trust has over 8,000 members and manages 
25 nature reserves and four visitor centres. It operates an education 
programme linked to the National Curriculum and manages projects to 
protect rare and threatened species. For more information, please 
contact Mark James on 0191 5843112.

Photographers welcome on the first training session on May 26th – starts 10.00 p.m. at Thrislington Nature Reserve.  Ring Andy Lees for more details.
