New Action Plan

July 2007 saw the launch of the revised Durham Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP).  Local BAPs like this one set the agenda for wildlife conservation across the country and are a local framework for action for all organisations and individuals.  

The Durham BAP attempts to set out the priorities for biodiversity conservation as clearly as we can for as wide an audience as possible.  New government guidance (NERC 2006) gives a responsibility to all public bodies, including local authorities, utility companies and so on, to take biodiversity into account in their decision making, and so local BAPs, which define priority habitats, species and local objectives for action, are increasingly important documents.

Who can help?

Everyone can help to achieve the objectives in the BAP, although some actions are more specialist than others.  In fact our definition of the Durham Biodiversity Partnership includes all those who are helping to deliver the objectives of the Durham BAP – so that could include you.  

Although many of the actions needed are allocated to organisations such as local authorities, wildlife charities and government agencies, there are many objectives which require the help of schools, businesses and individuals.
For example we need landowners and farmers to put up barn owl boxes, and we need the public to keep us informed about hedgehog sightings, and we need gardeners in grass snake areas to provide good compost piles for egg-laying.  There are many more examples in the BAP.

How has it changed?

The first Durham BAP was published in 1999, and as one of the first and most comprehensive action plans it was met with wide acclaim across the UK.  Eight years on the plan required updating to take account of new priorities, changes in legislative, political and economic climates, and to set new short-term objectives for all our partners. 

Over the last year a series of specialist sub-groups within the Durham Biodiversity partnership have been meeting to decide on our current priorities for action, and setting objectives and actions for the next 5 years.
In 2007 we have taken advantage of the internet to help make the BAP as widely available and as flexible as possible by publishing in a browsable format on the web.  Other new features include a series of habitat definitions so that priority habitats can be mapped accurately and monitored over time, and more qualitative targets for both habitats and species.  As well as a change in format there are some changes to the priority habitats and species which are included in the plan. 

