Double Award Winning MAGical Meadows

The recent success of Durham Wildlife Trust’s MAGical Meadows project at the national Flora locale Go Native! Planting for Biodiversity Awards, was recognised at a celebration on Monday 17 July at 4:30pm at the Botanic Gardens in Durham. 

The project saw off stiff competition from four other grassland projects and three Northern England projects to be the winner in the ‘Grassland’ and ‘Northern England’ categories. David Bellamy joined representatives from the project’s partners to present the awards. 
MAGical Meadows is a landscape scale project which aims to conserve, connect and create magnesian limestone grassland in South Tyneside, Sunderland, Durham, Easington and Sedgefield. Magnesian limestone grassland is a rare wildflower-rich grassland, which is restricted to areas where Magnesian Limestone occurs. Two-thirds of the UK’s remaining magnesian limestone grasslands are found in east Durham and Tyne and Wear, including an internationally unique grassland.

The Flora locale Go Native! Planting for Biodiversity Awards, jointly promoted by Flora locale and the Institute of Ecology and Environmental Management (IEEM) had attracted nearly 100 entries from all over the British Isles.

Michelle Appleby, MAGical Meadows Project Co-ordinator said, “This is a fantastic achievement for the project, which has been running for the past two years with support from the ALSF Partnership Grants Scheme. The awards are an acknowledgment of the dedication and commitment of everybody involved in the MAGical Meadows project.

“We are absolutely thrilled to win both categories. To be judged the best grassland project in the country for a North East project is an outstanding achievement. Not only do we have our own unique wildflower grasslands but we have an award winning project working to protecting these sites for the future.”

Due to the importance and the rarity of these grasslands, MAGical Meadows has promoted the use of locally sourced native flora for its grassland restoration and creation projects. This includes work undertaken at Marsden Old Quarry Local Nature Reserve, Fulwell Quarry Local Nature Reserve, Durham University’s Botanic Garden, Littlewood Local Nature Reserve and a section of the A1 road verge.

