Durham Biodiversity Data Service Launched

A new biodiversity data service has been launched for the Durham area.  Covering the local authority areas of Gateshead, South Tyneside, Sunderland and County Durham, the Durham Biodiversity Data Service (DBDS) provides high quality, verified and current species and habitat data to ecological professionals.  

Data is sourced from many different organisations and individuals with whom DBDS holds data sharing agreements, and from internally commissioned survey work and verified public survey data from work undertaken by the Durham Biodiversity Partnership.  The aim of the service is to better protect biodiversity through the sharing of high quality biodiversity data, and on the basis of the principles established by the National Biodiversity Network (NBN).   
The impetus for DBDS came three years ago when Partnership staff were asked to look at revising the Durham Biodiversity Action Plan.  “When we were drawing up new measurable targets for species and habitats, in line with national guidelines, it soon became obvious that we had little or no data we could use to even estimate baselines” said Andy Lees, Implementation Officer for the Partnership.  Together with the Partnership’s Information Officer, Lucy Campbell, Andy started to address this issue by talking to others who held data for the area and agreeing data flows and verification procedures as well as developing data sharing agreements.

The project has grown to encompass more than just BAP targets and the DBDS now co-ordinates the sharing of data for most groups of species (except bats) and priority BAP habitats.
With all the work that has taken place to establish robust data and good links with data providers, a key outcome of the present phase of work is to establish sustainability for the service.  Data will be made available free at coarse resolution to the public, but more detailed data searches for professionals will cost.  A series of Service Level Agreements with other partners will also cover some of the DBDS running costs. 

The Service is based at Durham Wildlife Trust and is managed by Trust staff on behalf of the Partnership.  All data and data sharing agreements are held by the Durham Wildlife Trust.

More details on the data held by the service, policies, procedures and how to access the data, is available on the DBDS website www.dbds.org
