Nature Festival Celebrates 10 Years of Action for Wildlife 
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A special partnership set up to protect and encourage a wealth of wildlife across Darlington, Durham, Gateshead, South Tyneside and Sunderland celebrated 10 years of successful action at a free Nature Festival last Friday (August 21) at Saltwell Park, Gateshead.
Durham Biodiversity Partnership has spent a decade protecting and promoting local wildlife through the implementation of biodiversity action plans. The first plan was published in January 1999 with a revised plan launched in July 2007. There are now 49 action plans conserving 98 priority habitat and species.
The event featured a host of attractions, with lots of entertainment for children including face painting, willow weaving, making insect homes and bird seed cakes, wireworks activities and birds of prey. One of the highlights of the festival was the creation of a giant puppet representing Mother Nature. 
Wildlife and conservation groups from across the Durham Biodiversity Action Plan area provided displays on some of the projects and achievements that have been undertaken over the last decade. 

The festival was opened by the Deputy Mayor if Gateshead, Councillor Pauline Dillon, who then spent some time visiting the stalls and taking part in some of the activities.

The festival aimed to promote the range of biodiversity assets in our area and to ensure that biodiversity is enjoyed and valued by everyone. It is hoped that all the visitors on the day enjoyed the fun activities and entertainment but also took away a message about the importance of continued action for wildlife.
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