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Durham Biodiversity Partnership

10 Year Anniversary Awards
Seventeen awards recognising achievements for biodiversity were presented by Durham Biodiversity Partnership at a special ceremony held at Saltwell Park, Gateshead on Friday 21 August. The ‘10 Year Anniversary Awards’ were given out as part of a day of celebrations to honour a decade of action for wildlife. The awards highlighted just some of the many projects and achievements that have taken place over the last decade and were presented by Dr Phil Gates, Senior Lecturer in the School of Biological and Biomedical Sciences, Durham University. 

Award Winners

The Coal Authority, Northumbrian Water and Gateshead Council

The Coal Authority, Northumbrian Water and Gateshead Council received a Partnership Award for Lamesley Reed Beds.
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Stuart Widdowson from the Coal Authority collecting this award on behalf of Gateshead Council, Northumbrian Water and the Coal Authority

North Pennines AONB partnership

The North Pennines AONB partnership received a Partnership Award for the significant contribution made towards delivering the Durham Biodiversity Action Plan in the uplands.
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Peter Samson, Deputy Director of the partnership collecting the award on behalf of the 22 statutory agencies, local authorities and voluntary/community organisations that make up the North Pennines AONB partnership
Friends of Flass Vale 

The Friends of Flass Vale received a Community Award for the work they have carried out to protect and enhancing Flass Vale, a woodland and grassland site in Durham city containing a variety of BAP habitats.
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Dr Val Standen collected this award on behalf of the Friends of Flass Vale 

Tunstall Hills Protection Group

The Tunstall Hills Protection Group received a Community Award for playing a lead role in protecting the Tunstall Hills Local Nature Reserve in Sunderland, a fantastic magnesian limestone grassland site. 
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Claire Goodfellow and Barbara Mason collected this award on behalf of the Tunstall Hills Protection Group

Clara Vale Conservation Group

The Clara Vale Conservation Group received a Community Award for protecting and managing Clara Vale Local Nature Reserve a three hectare wildlife site on the site of an old colliery.
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Gordon Pollinger collected this award on behalf of the Clara Vale Conservation Group

Countryside Volunteers South Tyneside
Countryside Volunteers South Tyneside received a Community Award for the wide range of work for wildlife undertaken across the Borough.
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Katrina Ghent collected this award on behalf of Countryside Volunteers South Tyneside

Darlington Wildlife Group

Darlington Wildlife Group received a Community Award for the significant contribution made to improving their local biodiversity.
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Cliff Evans collected this award on behalf of Darlington Wildlife Group

North East Reptile and Amphibian Group

The North East Reptile and Amphibian Group received a Community Award for work undertaken to identify and record populations of reptiles and amphibians across the region.
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Naomi Hewitt collected this award on behalf of the North East Reptile and Amphibian Group 

Streetscene and Highway Structures, South Tyneside Borough Council

The Streetscene and Highway Structures departments of South Tyneside Borough Council received a Local Authority Award for the delivery of practical measures to benefit water vole conservation.
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Keith Harcus from South Tyneside Council collected this award

Property Services and Environmental Services, Sunderland City Council
Sunderland City Council’s property management teams received a Local Authority Award for the adoption of best practice for protecting bats in building renovation and demolition projects across the city.

[image: image11.jpg]



Ray Telfer from Sunderland City Council collected this award

Environmental Services Team, Chester-le-Street Council, now part of Durham County Council
The Environmental Services Team of Chester-le-Street Council, which is now part of Durham County Council, received a Local Authority Award for the development of a biodiversity-friendly grounds maintenance protocol.
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Michelle Appleby from Durham County Council collected this award

Development Control, Gateshead Council
The Development Control department of Gateshead Council received a Local Authority Award for the influencing of planning obligations and planning conditions to deliver significant improvements for biodiversity within development schemes.
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Andrew Hickie and Richard Simons from Gateshead Council collected this award

Planning, Darlington Borough Council
The planning department at Darlington Council received a Local Authority Award for developing very useful and robust recommendations for improving biodiversity within the new Design Supplementary Planning Document as part of the new Local Development Framework for Darlington. 
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Tim Cranshaw from Darlington Borough Council collected this award

Northern Kites Project
The Northern Kites project received an Education Award in recognition of the efforts of the project to link biodiversity and education through the Kids4Kites and the Adopt a Kite scheme and well as the programmes of engagement with the wider community.
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Melanie Hills, former Access and Education Officer collected this award on behalf of the Northern Kites project

Wear Rivers Trust
The Wear Rivers Trust received an Education Award for the Working on the Wear project which gave children the opportunity to understand and appreciate their local river and its importance for biodiversity. 
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Bob Kirton-Darling and Jacqui McHugh collected this award on behalf of the Wear Rivers Trust
Sunderland City Council, UK Coal and Durham Wildlife Trust

Sunderland City Council, UK Coal and Durham Wildlife Trust received a Site Award for Rainton Meadows Nature Reserve.
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Trevor Hind from UK Coal collected this award on behalf of Durham Wildlife Trust, Sunderland City Council and UK Coal.

Environment Agency
The Environment Agency received a Site Award for the 'Accessing Wetlands and Beyond' project which transformed a ten-hectare arable site between Spring Gardens and Ramshaw in County Durham into an area of new wetland habitat
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Dr John Hogger from the Environment Agency collected this award.
More information on the award recipients can be found in the latest edition of Fieldnotes.
